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North Carolina State Univ. Wins 2026 PCI Big Beam

CHICAGO, September 2, 2026 — North Carolina State University won the 2026 Precast/Prestressed Concrete
Institute (PCI) Big Beam competition, an annual nationwide challenge that encourages college students to
demonstrate excellence in structural design, teamwork, and innovation using precast, prestressed concrete.

The winning team included Logan Bonner and Conrad Kang. Their faculty advisor was Gregory Lucier and PClI
producer-member Tindall Corporation provided project support.

Teams of students and a faculty advisor design, build, and test a 20-foot, precast, prestressed concrete beam.
Local PCl-certified precast concrete producers mentor and fabricate the beams for the teams. Entries are
judged on a variety of criteria, including the beam’s load-resisting performance in tests that simulate real-life
conditions structural building and infrastructure components must endure to ensure life safety, as well as the
quality of their analysis and reports, and a video overview of their project.

“Congratulations to the outstanding students and educators whose creativity, technical skill, and dedication
earned them top honors in the 2026 PCI Big Beam Competition,” said PCI President and CEO Bob Risser. “The
innovative solutions showcased by this year’s winners demonstrate our industry’s bright future and highlight
the value of introducing students to engineering, design, and construction through engaging, hands-on
learning experiences.”
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“When | arrived as a nhon-thesis master’s student a year ago, | never envisioned myself actually designing and
testing a real beam,” said Bonner. “The competition provided an opportunity to ‘load test’ everything | had learned in
the classroom about structural design and precast, prestressed concrete. Also, knowing that our beam would be
compared to other teams pushed me to approach the problem from a competitive mindset and think creatively through
every step of this project.”

“The lessons | have learned from Tindall’s engineers and our faculty advisors has been a great introduction to
precast concrete, especially for its application of concepts learned through coursework,” Kang added.

ALP Supply and ASPIRE magazine sponsored the 2026 PCl Big Beam competition.

InLP ASPIRE

S UPPLY

OVERALL RESULTS

Overall Winner: North Carolina State University
Student Team: Logan Bonner, Conrad Kang
Faculty Advisor: Gregory Lucier
PCI Producer: Tindall Corporation

KEITH KAUFMAN AWARD FOR BEST REPORT
Northern Arizona University
Student Team: Kaylynn Calvin, David Lucas Macaraeg, Lander Porter, Jonah Simminger
Faculty Advisor: Ben Dymond
PCl Producer: Tpac, an EnCon Company

BEST VIDEO
Lehigh University
Student Team: Walter Fried, Samantha McEvoy, Jackie Sobota
Faculty Advisor: Clay Naito
PCI Producer: Northeast Prestressed Products

Other Finishers in Alphabetical Order
lowa State University
Student Team: Will Cieniawski, Michael Heidt, Eric Oltjenbruns, Slade Sibenaller, Nate Willey
Faculty Advisor: Hartanto Wibowo

PCI Producer: Rinker Materials
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Montana State University — Team Stressed Out
Student Team: Will Kelly, Allee Meyer, Thomas Miller, Gavin Mills, Kyle Rockwell, Luke Shave
Hudson Smith, Noah Stimac
Faculty Advisor: Mike Berry
PCI Producer: Missoula Concrete Construction

Montana State University — Team Bridgerators
Student Team: Axel Barth, Neil Daily, Matthew Fisher, Ciara Hellmann, Konnor Johnston, Tony Losi,
Ander Streuli, Shawn Visser, Anika Witsoe
Faculty Advisor: Mike Berry
PCl Producer: Missoula Concrete Construction

New Jersey Institute of Technology
Student Team: Ahmad Afzali, Mohammad Afzali, Connor Mattalian, Stanley Mejia, Sayed Rahimi
Kaylin Rodriguez, Shirly Zeas-Barrera
Faculty Advisor: Mohamed Mahgoub
PCl Producer: Jersey Precast

Oregon State University
Student Team: Eric Chen, Emily Dahbura, Andrew Halsey, Micah Kallod, Stephanie Serrano
Faculty Advisor: Tanarat Potisuk
PCI Producer: Knife River Prestress

University of British Columbia
Student Team: Cole Berube, Devin Boyce, Tatum Ellwood, Deniz Eroglu, Jack Gaehring, Noah Kaiser
Faculty Advisor: Lisa Tobber
PCI Producer: Rapid-Span Structures Limited Partnership

University of Washington Tacoma
Student Team: Daniel Berton, Ethan Darling, Drevor Yambao
Faculty Advisor: Nara Almeida
PCI Producer: Concrete Technology Corporation

University of Western Ontario
Student Team: Malcom Ahsan, Laura Isabel Kalab, Timothy Kerkhoff, Amer Sabsabi
Faculty Advisor: Maged A. Youssef
PCI Producer: Stubbe's Precast

Photo Caption: Logan Bonner (left) and Conrad Kang, students at North Carolina State University, won the
2026 PCI Big Beam Competition. Photo: PCI
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About PCI

Founded in 1954, The Precast/Prestressed Concrete Institute (PCl) is a technical institute for the precast
concrete structures and systems industry. PCl develops maintains, and disseminates the Body of Knowledge for
the design, fabrication, and construction of precast concrete structures and systems. PCl develops consensus
base standards, industry handbooks, quality assurance programes, certification, research and development
projects, design manuals, continuing education, and periodical publications. PCI members include precast
concrete producers, erectors, suppliers, professional engineers and architects, educators, students, and
industry consultants who complement the wide range of knowledge of precast concrete. For more information,
visit pci.org/howprecastbuilds.
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